This paper examines the marijuana usage among university students in Ghana. A focused interview was done to solicit information from users of the drug. It paid attention to thematic areas that are replete in the existing literature concerning the use of marijuana and its ramifications on student users of the drug. Attention is paid to the factors that drive the students to use the drug and its ramifications on their performance as students. Results and discussions that emanated from this severally qualitative study with some quantitatives should serve as bases for university administrators and lecturers to see the need to enhance their efforts in training peer educators and counseling units in universities in Africa and Ghana in particular. 
Introduction
Drug as an illegal substance is defined as any natural or artificially made chemical which is taken for pleasure, to improve someone's the age of thirty. 7 Young people in America tend to experiment with alcohol, marijuana (wee), and other drugs during the middle school years and universities with a smaller number starting during elementary school. Estimates show that marijuana (wee) is the most widely abused drug in all parts of the world, with an estimated one hundred and forty one million people (or 2.4
per cent of the world's population) consuming it. 8 In particular, large numbers of young people experiment with marijuana: as high as 37 per cent (one time use over the past year)
of school children and young adults in some countries and 10-25 per cent for past month use. Overall, marijuana abuse is increasing in many countries while stabilizing in countries where it has reached high levels.
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Ghana, like other developing countries, has not been spared the problems of drug abuse, which is also one of the many outcomes of rapid social change. However, due to lack of accurate data, it is not possible to state exactly when drug abuse spread in our territory. It has been suggested that other than legal use of alcohol and tobacco in Ghana, the most common illegal drug of abuse is marijuana. 10 Today, Ghana is recognized as a producer of marijuana for international drug trade with high consumption among the population (World Drug Report, 2000) and Ghana has been ranked as the number one user of marijuana in
Africa and the third in the world. 20 Other illicit drugs used by adolescents are cocaine, heroin and crack-cocaine.
Concept of marijuana abuse
In Ghana, responses from users of cannabis as well as primary reports from the newspapers and published articles from journals suggest that the use of cannabis is prevalent in Ghana. 35,000 were students from senior high schools and tertiary institution aged between 12 and 35 years while the remaining 15, 000 were adults with 9, 000 being males and 6,000 females. 31 Again, students in the senior high schools and at the tertiary levels have also been identified as users of marijuana in Ghana. Future abusers are almost always introduced to both legal and illegal substances in adolescence by friends who hold favorable attitudes toward drugs and these adolescents grow up with this social vice, gain admission into senior high schools and universities and continue the abuse.
Samuel Adu-Gyamfi and Edward Brenya
have argued that some years ago "Rastafarians were known to be the popular users of marijuana;
now both Rastafarians and some members of the general populace have been noted for using marijuana. 33 Arguably, more people may be using and abusing drugs in Ghana than it is estimated. The Ghana Demographic and Health
Survey's (GDHS) Report for 2010 stated that the region in recent times is not only a transitory route but also a consumer market of hard drugs.
Reports of foreigners financing "wee" farms
in Ghana points to Jamaicans and other WestAfrican nationals.
34
Contrary to popular beliefs, marijuana usage can be very addictive. and Micronesia (Selby, 2012 were substance abuse related cases, mostly marijuana.
69
Since smoking of marijuana is highly addictive students will find every means to smoke if the substance is not readily available.
This is where stealing money from others sets in because he is not financially stable to buy a roll of marijuana to smoke. Stealing will lead to lies and all sort of social vices, which eventually defame the good name of the school.
History of marijuana use
The use of marijuana has become a social practice especially among youth of school going age. 
Origin of marijuana in Africa
The use of marijuana by the indigenous people of Africa can be traced back to the 14th century Ethiopia. 90 Since marijuana did not originate in Africa, the ancient tribes who used it had to acquire it through trading with the Asians. 
Observation of marijuana joints
This was carried out in the traditional halls and hostels on campus and off campus. Sales points for marijuana on campus were mainly in Brunei, abusers off campus made purchases at hostels in Kentinkrono specifically Georgia and
Crystal Rose, splendor hostel, at Ayigya (Tech Junction). 107 Students were not the only ones seen visiting these marijuana joints, other town people who abuse marijuana were present specifically in the joints located off campus and sometimes on campus.
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Places where students meet to smoke marijuana were mostly bushes located around the Unity Hall canteen, specifically behind where the food is prepared before taken to the canteen and there was one located University hall, specifically the bush between University hall and Shaba. 109 This places where students go to use the substance is referred to by the users as "Bingy".
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Abusers could enter the bingy anytime to smoke their rolls of wee. During noon and late night was when they mostly meet in the bingy. 111 Students located off campus, smoked the marijuana in their rooms. That privacy permitted them to smoke as much as they wanted without restraints.
The substance are kept in rooms. Often 'Nights of smoking' which is the assembling of friend users over and smoking in the night were observed.
112
The substance abuse was observed to be high among students in hostels off campus than in the traditional halls. It was observed that the halls have strict rules concerning illegal use of drugs, also due to the number of persons in each room accommodated, thus four, there is difficulty in smoking the substance in the hall and therefore they resort to these hideouts on campus
Results of survey
It was analyzed from the data that, the major factor that influences the abuse of marijuana among students in this university is peer influence. From the 50 sampled students who use marijuana, majority responded that their contact with marijuana came through friends or peer groups and others stated factors such as adventure, curiosity and personal choice. The tables below provide the demographic characteristics of the total number of students interviewed in KNUST. with the substance in the SHS through peers representing sixty four (64 %), followed by the university representing sixteen (16 %), followed by JHS representing fourteen (14 %) and peer influence in the neighborhood representing six (6 %). It becomes vivid that majority of students who abuse marijuana came into contact with the substance through peers in senior high school. Table 4 .2 shows the reasons student abusers smoke marijuana. As shown in the table, the major reason for the abuse of marijuana is to feel high, that is, to get to a certain level of ecstasy; they term this feeling as "feeling iray." 113 The respondents stated that the feeling is inexplicable and that the user feels as if he is on top the world, no feeling can be compared to 'this state'. Following this, the other reasons given by the respondents were that, smoking marijuana is done for fun. The smoking of marijuana is an activity to whirl away time and there is no ulterior motive for participating in this activity. To a more personal extent some student users stated that, they use the substance to increase their self-esteem, to boost their confidence levels so as to be able to undertake activities such as approaching a lady, addressing a large crowd and engaging in a fight.
The use of the substance gives them the extra panache to do things they rarely do. Aside these major reasons, others also stated that they use It was observed that the drug poses little or virtually no effect on the academics of some student users stating that they can be with or without marijuana. Accessing how marijuana finds its ways in the jurisdiction of university, considerable measure will be given to how students gain access to marijuana. and to forget about their problems, for fun, and due to peer pressure from fiends.
In relation to the effect of marijuana use on the academics of the students, the reasons stated were both positive and negative. Sixty The other twelve percent (12 %) stated that they do not think marijuana is addictive and they smoke marijuana occasionally when they meet as friends at clubs, house parties, drinking spots among others. They state the claim that they just smoke marijuana at these times and that they can stay away from marijuana for a long time if there is no social gathering where friends meet and smoke the substance. Over the past few years, there has been an increasing trend of marijuana abuse amongst university students in Ghana.
The situation raises questions about the depth of understanding of factors influencing the abuse of marijuana amongst university students. The study therefore sought to examine the increasing trend of marijuana abuse amongst university students in Ghana, the causes and effect of the substance, using KNUST as a case study. The research was also to suggest strategies that may help to curb this alarming social canker. More specifically, the research has identified causes of the drug use greatly associated with peer influence. The other causes of the drug use were family practice, for curiosity sake, adventure that is trying something new, personal choices and also as a remedy for stress, burdens, inability to study and build confidence.
Fifty (50) students were selected, both males and females, undergraduates and postgraduates, students residing on campus and off campus.
Amongst fifty respondents used in the survey, seventy six (76 %) were males whiles twenty four percent (24 %) of the respondents were females
The study generally revealed that peer influence was the main cause of the substance abuse in the university. It also revealed that peer influence did not mostly start in the university, they started from various places before they got enrolled in the school. Those who were influenced in the university were few. Those who started from junior high school were nineteen percent (19 %) . Those influenced in the senior high school were sixty four percent (64 %) eleven percent (11 %) of the respondents stated that they were influenced by peers in the university. The remaining six (6 %) were influenced by peers in neighborhoods they stayed or once stayed.
The study revealed relatively high percentage of students who used the substance were enormously residing off campus. The study also revealed that twenty-two percent ( were minor effects such as extreme hunger after the drug use, becoming dull, sleeping a lot and extreme daze and so on.
It was also noticed that the prices for marijuana also differed from location to location. . On campus the price for one roll of marijuana was cheaper than off campus. One roll of marijuana ranged between one cedi and one cedi fifty pesewas. Off campus prices also varied at Ayeduase, Bomso and new site.
Their prices were a little bit higher to campus, a respondent stated that one roll of marijuana there was between two cedis to three cedis.
In Kentinkrono, where student resided it was known that their prices were much higher as compared to campus, Ayeduase, Bomso and New Site. In Kentinkrono, there was a business boom to the extent that the substance was soldout within three days.
Interestingly, all of the abusers in this research agreed that they are aware that the abuse of marijuana is illegal in the university.
This made a total of hundred percent (100 %) of abusers who were interviewed in the university concluding that they were not ignorant of the law both in the university premises and the nation as a whole. They were also aware of the penalties involved in the abuse of drugs. The survey generally revealed that student users of marijuana did not mind the consequences. They perceive that they would never be caught during their stay in the University. 
